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The Atlantic Beach Ridges are the present shoreline ridges. Primary plant succession along with progressive stages of soil development are of interest. The more recent dunes are a mixture of quartz sand and shell fragments. Soils of many of the older dunes show the development of an A2 horizon. Pioneer plant communities occupy the primary dunes near the beach. Once dunes are stabilized, succession progresses through stages of thick saw palmettos, dense scrub oaks, and eventually to a coastal hammock. Coastal hammocks occupy areas adjacent to the Atlantic Coastal Lagoons. They are similar to the inland mesic hammocks except for the presence of several species adapted to withstand salt spray from the ocean. Some tropical species are present in the southern portion of the coastal hammocks in Volusia county.
Classification of Mine Spoil Charles H. Delpl
Man is continually changing his environment through land disturbance. One of the most controversial causes of disturbed land in West Virginia is brought about by coal mining. The materials left behind after coal is removed from the geologic section being mined have created new soils that require inquiry by the pedologist.
Prior to the development of the new comprehensive soil classification system, mine spoil was not considered to be soil. It was identified in survey legends as SM (strip mine) or as MD (mine dump). As a result, mine spoil was not examined in detail, and meaningful statements about its properties could not be made.
For the past few years, Dr. Richard M. Smith, John Sencindiver, the author, and others at West Virginia University, in cooperation with the Soil Conservation Service, have developed a system to classify minesoils. This system is readily accommodated by the new comprehensive soil classification system. The following is a brief summary of the proposed classification system for minesoils. We hope it will be incorporated into Soil Taxonomy (Soil Survey Staff, 1975) soon.
In the proposed system, minesoils would be classified at the order level as Entisols. Pedogenic horizons were either weak or absent in nearly all the profiles studied.
At present, there are five suborders in the order of Entisols: Aquents, Arents, Psamments, Fluvents, and Orthents. None of these five suborders
